
Home sweet home Wild word play SCIENCE KS2
1 hour (including 10 or 
more mins outside)

ENGLISH KS1/2 
1 hour (incl 30 mins or 
more outside)

This lesson will open your class’ eyes to the hidden habitats around them, and begin to recognise 
and identify how animals have adapted to life in their natural homes.

Explore your outside space of choice and breathe life into your class’ writing with this sensory 
journey! Challenge the children to exercise their creativity, drawing inspiration from nature.

Card pairs featuring habitats 
and animals (see prep)
Paper with printed grid
Pens
Clipboards
Magnifying glasses

Paper
Pens

Students will be able to 
recognise that habitats are 
found all around us, and 
understand that animals 
have adaptations 
that make 
them suited 
to their 
homes. 

Students will be able 
to produce original 
writing inspired by 
nature, applying 

appropriate 
descriptive devices.

Following this lesson, students will be able to…

Define the term ‘habitat’
Identify and give examples of a variety of habitats and microhabitats

Interpret how the features of living things are suited to 
their habitats
Apply learning to design a fictional animal well-adapted 
to its habitat

Following this lesson, students will be able to…

Name all five human senses 
Use appropriate descriptive language to describe the natural 
environment and objects in nature
Write original compositions, selecting from a variety of 
descriptive devices to write about nature

Lesson Aims Lesson AimsKey learning outcomes Key learning outcomesEquipment

Time Time

•	 Create	a	set	of	cards	(approximately	3-5	pairs	per	group),	one	half	featuring	a	habitat	and	the	other	half	featuring	an	
animal that might live in each habitat. Make sure you’re familiar with your outdoor space to establish any safety and 
practical considerations, and for ideas of what your class might find in their exploration.

•	 Find	and	properly	assess	your	outside	space	according	to	your	requirements.	Depending	on	your	students,	you	may	
decide to carry out these exercises verbally or in books or worksheets.

•	 Introduce	the	topic	and	an	outline	for	your	lesson,	asking	your	pupils	if	they	know	what	the	word	is	for	where	an	
animal	lives	(habitat).

•	 Ask	if	anyone	can	think	of	a	type	of	habitat	and	name	a	few	key	examples	(e.g.	forest,	river,	mountain	etc).
•	 With	each	habitat	named	by	the	class,	get	them	to	also	name	an	animal	that	lives	there,	and	write	them	on	them	on	the	

board.
•	 Come	back	to	your	list	(or	a	few	highlighted	examples)	and	discuss	–	what	do	these	animals	have	that	make	them	really	

good	at	surviving	where	they	live	(adaptations)?	E.g.	Squirrels	have	claws	for	climbing,	a	tail	for	balance,	fur	for	warmth.

•	 Start	by	asking	the	class	how	we	sense	the	world	around	us.	Can	they	name	all	5	senses?
•	 Ask	your	class	how	we	describe	the	world	around	us	using	words,	discussing,	or	asking	them	to	suggest	some	of	the	

different ways this can be done. Importantly, define the devices used in this lesson: adjectives, similes and 
onomatopoeia.

•	 Prepare	your	group	to	venture	out.	Explain	that	you	will	be	thinking	about	all	the	ways	they	sense	and	take	in	details	
about their surroundings. Pair up your class with their working partners.

•	 Divide	class	into	small	groups,	and	using	the	habitat	cards,	ask	the	groups	to	match	up	habitats	to	the	animals	that	live	
in them.

•	 Go	through	the	answers	as	a	class	and	choose	two	animals	to	focus	on,	and	review	their	adaptations.	A	combination	of	
terrestrial	and	aquatic	(or	maybe	something	that	can	fly!)	is	ideal	for	contrast	–	e.g.	a	rabbit	and	a	fish.

•	 Ask	if	the	rabbit	would	be	good	at	surviving	in	the	fish’s	habitat	(and	vice	versa),	and	why	not?	What	would	it	need	to	
be able to survive there? Permission granted to be a little silly here!

•	 On	your	journey	or	at	your	location,	instruct	each	student	to	find	a	small	object	(e.g.	pebble,	twig,	feather),	and	keep	it	
hidden from their partner – they will need this for the first task:

•	 Challenge 1: What does it look like? 
Keeping the object hidden, students must take it in turns to describe what it looks like to their partner, using single 
adjectives: After each single adjective used to describe the object, partner guesses, keeping count of how many words 
are used.

•	 Challenge 2: What does it sound like? 
Ask your class if they remember the what they call a word that sounds like the thing it’s describing. What sounds can 
they hear around them? In their pairs, challenge them to list as many onomatopoeic words they can, relating to sounds 
they can hear around them, or relating to nature more generally. You could use prompts e.g. water or wind to help your 
class along. Have a little fun when sharing favourite words with the rest of the group; get everyone to perform the 
word in a chorus! 

•	 Challenge 3: What does it feel like? (similes) 
This	time,	you	will	be	targeting	different	textures,	using	similes	to	describe	them.	Choosing	objects	to	focus	on	(be	sure	
to	bring	along	some	hand	sanitiser!),	take	it	in	turns	to	describe	how	it	feels	to	the	touch	by	comparing	it	to	other	
familiar	objects.	Some	examples	might	be	bark	(sandpaper),	moss	(pillow),	or	think	outside	the	box	and	include	the	
elements – sun, wind and rain if they’re present!

•	 Ask	the	class	where	animals	might	live	on	your	school	grounds?	What	habitats	they	think	you	might	find	outside?	
Think big and small – include microhabitats like moss and beneath rocks!

•	 Fill	out	grids	as	a	class	(grid	of	4	to	9	big	squares:	adjust	according	to	your	space):	write	(or	draw)	one	habitat	you	expect	
to	find	outside	on	each	square.

•	 Prepare	to	go	outside,	explain	that	you’re	going	to	go	on	a	“habitat	hunt”!

•	 Tell	your	class	that	they	will	be	using	the	descriptive	devices	from	the	earlier	challenges	to	write	an	acrostic	poem	
about nature, using the word ‘nature’ as a base. Depending on your class, you may choose to write the poem as a class, 
or individually, perhaps letting them choose their own word. 

•	 Ask	them	to	think	about	what	they	experienced	using	their	senses	earlier.	If	you’re	heading	back	to	class	for	this	part,	
the journey back would be a good time to do this. 

•	 Challenge	your	class	to	include	each	descriptive	technique	explored	earlier,	including 
onomatopoeia and similes, remembering that it doesn’t have to rhyme!

•	 Share	the	finished	poem(s)	with	the	class.

Write a final draft of the acrostic poems produced during the lesson and present 
them creatively; maybe illustrating the page or having fun with the layout!

Ask students to choose their favourite habitat of the day and design an imaginary creature, labelling the 
characteristics that would make them particularly suited to that habitat.

•	 Pair	off	your	students	
•	 Send	pairs	off	on	the	hunt	for	the	habitats	on	the	sheets:	They	will	have	5	minutes	(or	more	depending	on	the	size	of	
your	exploration	zone)	to	find	them,	and	note	down	any	others	they	can	find	that	something	might	live	in!

•	 Call	everyone	in	and	regroup.
•	 Did	anyone	find	all	the	habitats	on	their	grid?	Where	were	they?
•	 Round	up	any	additional	habitats	everyone	found	and	discuss	what	kind	of	animals	they	think	might	live	there.
•	 Finish	off	your	session	with	a	review	of	your	class’	highlights:	Which	was	the	smallest	habitat	they	found?	Which	was	

their favourite? Did they spot anything else during their exploration?
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