
    

      
    


  
    
      Skip to main content
    
          
          
    
  
  
      
    [image: Home]

  
  
    
  
  


          


          
    
  
  
        
      

  
    
      
      
        0
      
    

    Nature spotting
  

  
    

      Close

      Spotting sheet


              How to get started
      
      
        
          

          

        

        	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


      


      Create spotting sheet
    

  




    

  


            
  Main navigation

  

        

    
    	
        Facts and stories
                  
                  
            
                              
                  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  [image: beaver]

  




    
    
        Beaver by David Parkyn/ Cornwall Wildlife Trust


    





  

                  
                

                            
    
    	
        Your stories
                  
              
	
        Environment
                  
              
	
        Videos
                  
              
	
        Glossary of wildlife words
                  
              
	
        Wild gallery
                  
              


  
            

          

              
	
        Near you
                  
                  
            
                              
                  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  [image: children]

  




    
    
        Helena Dolby for Sheffield & Rotherham Wildlife Trust


    





  

                  
                

                            
    
    	
        Events
                  
              
	
        Visit wild places
                  
              
	
        Watch groups
                  
              


  
            

          

              
	
        Things to do
                  
                  
            
                              
                  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  [image: craft]

  




    
    
        Mariah Hewines


    





  

                  
                

                            
    
    	
        Activities and spotter sheets
                  
              
	
        Make your own spotter sheet
                  
              
	
        Quizzes
                  
              
	
        Wildlife photography
                  
              
	
        Awards
                  
              
	
        Homework help
                  
              


  
            

          

              
	
        Wildlife zone
                  
                  
            
                              
                  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  [image: White-tailed eagle]

  




    
    
        White-tailed eagle by Amy Lewis


    





  

                  
                

                            
    
    	
        Animals and plants
                  
              
	
        Habitats
                  
              
	
        Seasonal wildlife
                  
                  
            
                            
    
    	
        Spring
                  
              
	
        Summer
                  
              
	
        Autumn
                  
              
	
        Winter
                  
              


  
            

          

              
	
        Weird wildlife
                  
                  
            
                            
    
    	
        Clever Corvids!
                  
              
	
        Do animals catch colds?
                  
              
	
        In your neighbourhood
                  
              
	
        Slime moulds
                  
              
	
        Strangest-looking species
                  
              
	
        Wacky mammals
                  
              
	
        Weird beetles
                  
              
	
        Weird plants
                  
              
	
        Why do fish have scales?
                  
              
	
        Why do wasps have stripes?
                  
              
	
        Wooing in the wild
                  
              


  
            

          

              
	
        Identify wildlife
                  
                  
            
                            
    
    	
        Brilliant butterflies
                  
              
	
        How to identify owls
                  
              
	
        Identify animal poo
                  
              
	
        Identify bird song
                  
              
	
        Identify caterpillars
                  
              
	
        Identify crows
                  
              
	
        Identify prints in the snow
                  
              
	
        Identify woodpeckers
                  
              


  
            

          

              


  
            

          

              
	
        For grown ups
                  
                  
            
                              
                  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  [image: badger]

  




    
    
        Badger by Bertie Gregory/2020VISION


    





  

                  
                

                            
    
    	
        For educators
                  
              
	
        Contact us
                  
              


  
            

          

              
	
        Join
                       [image: ]
                  
              


  


  

          


              

              
          
    
            
  Auxiliary menu

  

        

              	
        Contact us
              
	
        Find a Wildlife Trust
              
	
        Join
              


  


  

  
  
      Language

        
      	English
	Cymraeg


    

  


          


          
    
  
  
      Follow us

        
      

	
      
        

  


  

Facebook

      

          
	
      
        

  


  

Instagram

      

          
	
      
        

  


  

Twitter

      

          
	
      
        

  


  

Youtube

      

          



    

  


          


      

      
    
    
  
  
        
        
    You are here:

    	
                  Home
              
	
                  Search
              


  

    

  


          


    

      
        
    


          


    
    
    
      
        
    
  
  
        
        
        
      Search



  Enter Search Term
  
  
  


      

    

                


    
    
        Water vole by Terry Whittaker/2020VISION


    




      

  


    

  


  
  
        
      
  Search



    

  

      
    

    
                    Species
            


    
            
            Common pipistrelle

        

        

    
    
        The common pipistrelle is so small, it can fit into a matchbox! Despite its size, it can easily eat 3,000 insects a night: look for it flitting around the garden or a lit lamp post as it chases…
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        These gruesome sounding creatures are actually a type of coral! They get their name as they branch out into lobes as they grow - making them look like fingers on a hand.
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            Devil’s fingers fungus

        

        

    
    
        This smelly, strange looking fungus is also referred to as octopus stinkhorn or octopus fungus. Its eye-catching red tentacles splay out like a starfish.
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            Bechstein's bat

        

        

    
    
        The Bechstein's bat is a very rare bat that lives in woodland and roosts in old woodpecker holes or tree crevices. Like other bats, the females form 'maternity colonies' to have…
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            Brandt's bat

        

        

    
    
        The small, shaggy-furred Brandt's bat roosts in all sorts of houses, old or modern. It is similar to the whiskered bat and they often roost together, but in separate colonies. It feeds low to…
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            Whiskered bat

        

        

    
    
        The small, shaggy-furred whiskered bat roosts in all sorts of houses, old or modern. It is similar to the Brandt's bat and they often roost together, but in separate colonies. It feeds along…
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        The Alcathoe bat was 'discovered' in the UK in 2010 when it was confirmed as a separate species to the very similar whiskered and Brandt's bats. Little is known about its range and…
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            Barbastelle bat

        

        

    
    
        The barbastelle is a scarce bat that lives in woodland and forages over a wide area. It has a distinctive 'pug-like' appearance because of its upturned nose.



    




  

    
    

    
                    Species
            


    
            
            Daubenton's bat

        

        

    
    
        Look out for the Daubenton's bat foraging over wetlands across the UK at twilight. Its flight is fast and agile as it skims the water's surface for insect-prey.
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            Leisler's bat

        

        

    
    
        The Leisler's bat flies fast and high near the treetops, but you might also spot it flying around lamp posts, looking for insects attracted to the light.
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            Natterer's bat

        

        

    
    
        The Natterer's bat can found across the UK, although it is a scarce species. It prefers to forage low down among trees, often taking prey directly from the foliage.
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            Greater horseshoe bat

        

        

    
    
        The greater horseshoe bat was once a cave-dweller, but now tends to roost in old buildings, such as churches and barns. It is rare in the UK and, like many other bats, declining in number.
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